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2,291 students

779 Volunteers 

13,000 participants at community events

8 High School interns summer & Fall

1 Farm Apprentice for 7 months

19 - Newark urban farmer training participants

8 teen bomba- inspired classes

new food access programs at Neighborhood

house and so much more...
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IMPACT IN 2022



OUR MISSION
GROW IT GREEN MORRISTOWN PROMOTES COMMUNITY HEALTH
THROUGH URBAN AGRICULTURE, DISCOVERY-BASED LEARNING AND
EQUITABLE FRESH FOOD ACCESS.
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PROFILES OF PARTICIPANTS
STUDENTS OF ALL AGES

"Quote from
 

-Community Partner
 

0 6 |  G R O W  I T  G R E E N  M O R R I S T O W N  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 2

returned to Morris school district schools in classrooms

On farm activities return for students

participated in wellness days and science days with supplies funded

by Morris Educational foundation

full year of llc preschool student lessons at farm

kindergarten summer school programs- new in 2022

preschool programs at shalom yeladim and presbyterian preschool 

work study program with MHS students at community garden

"I am an educator in Morristown as a teacher at the high school, and a director at the kindergarten

summer school. In the past year, my older students had the opportunity to volunteer at the Early

Street Garden, and my kindergartners were able to take field trips to the Urban Farm. At both

locations, the staff was welcoming and fostered enriching nature based activities. Jenna went out of

her way to create a nurturing, educational environment for my students of all ages to develop a

deeper connection to the farms and nature." 



PROFILES OF PARTICIPANTS
INCREASING FRESH FOOD ACCESS 

During a very challenging year with drought and high temperatures,
adjustments were made to continue to make fresh food accessible.

Food prices skyrocketed this year, making fresh food even  more
challenging for community families.

Discussions with Neighborhood House this summer about new
programs revealed supply chain challenges in the fall for fresh food

for their hot meal and snack programs. We began selling them
produce below cost. "The kids are inhaling the produce- they love it!"
was the response in the first week. We have plans to work with their

chef next year as well!
 

21 weeks of produce for

Atlantic health family

care & guidance families

20 weeks of produce for

newark sas farm to table

shares

low cost produce to

neighborhood house 

new sliding scale csa

preparations begin to

increase variety &

production on new farm

land in mendham 

double bucks snap

program

dover food access group
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PROFILES OF PARTICIPANTS
COMMUNITY PARTNERS - FRESH FOOD PROGRAMS

6,500 lbs. of produce donated

supply shortages solutions

low cost produce programs to

newark sas & neighborhood

house

24 families with 21 wks. of free

produce at farm
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PROFILES OF PARTICIPANTS
TYKE TIME

"I loved taking my children (2 & 5) to Tyke Time. It encouraged us to
talk about the food we eat, and we even started our own garden at
home. They even tried and loved Sugar Snap peas from the farm

stand!"
 

"Our 2 children (now 4 and 6) have been participating in Tyke Time for
the past 2 years. We love the engagement, crafts, engaging staff, and
general community feel at Grow It Green. Our kids learn tons about
variety of topics and have fun in the process. We highly recommend

the classes and continue to support and participate in the
organization's activities."

 

135 children 

9 NEW on the

farm programs
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PROFILES OF PARTICIPANTS
CSA MEMBERS

 
"I love knowing where the food is grown. Having volunteered
on the farm in the past,  I really appreciate the hard work and
care taken to grow these delicious local veggies! I love that so

much is also given to local food charities and that SNAP dollars
go further for families.  Farmer Shaun and the team are a

blessing."
 

 "We are learning so much, from how to identify vegetables by
their leaves to enjoying new recipes. I love our CSA!"

 
 

21 weeks of produce

110 members
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FARM APPRENTICES
PROFILES OF PARTICIPANTS

 
 

Emanuel was recently selected as one of ten applicants nationally
to be a Power in Land, Agriculture, Climate and Equity (PLACE)

Fellow for the National Young Farmers Coalition!
 

He is actively working with us and collaborative partners to
increase food access in Dover, his hometown. Dover is the only

town in Morris County designated as a food desert this year. The
town and schools do not currently have community garden

programs, and we are working to change that!
 

enhanced 2nd year of

apprentice program with new

funding source from an

individual donor

emanuel worked the full

season on the farm extending

into 2023

attended nofa conference

previous year apprentice,

chris, returned to farm

leading bomba program
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our second year with

eight paid interns

120 hours a week of 

       hands-on learning at 

       The Urban Farm

PROFILES OF PARTICIPANTS
PAID HIGH SCHOOL INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

 
"Farming is hard, fun, accomplishing and I really love it."

"Like many places, you are scared walking in, cause you don't know anyone.
The people you meet are the ones that make it all better. I built friendships

that I'll probably have forever."
"What surprised me the most? How much I loved it!"

"It's a great kind of small community- a great place to learn."
"Cucumbers are my favorite to harvest. I don't know why the

cucumbers- but it's usually quiet and it's soothing."
"It's make you get to know new people and different people- they are way

different- and that's good for me."
"This had me more in tune with nature. It opens you and makes you want

to do more outdoors."
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PROFILES OF PARTICIPANTS
EARLY STREET COMMUNITY GARDEN 

"Quote from
 

-Community Partner
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83 Garden Plots/ 14% subsidized plots; Community beds for spectrum, Morris

County Hispanic american Chamber of Commerce, Neighborhood House, St.

Margaret's, MHS Colonial L.I.F.E. and Wind of the Spirit

New changes to expand & create new publicly accessible spaces to engage

more of the public

fresh Produce shared in donation bin on Early Street

Seed and sprout Swap and share public event in spring

community free yoga & qi gong classes, youth gardener craft activities,

public garden lesson and Winter Solstice Celebration at ESCG parklet with

yoga, gratitude practice and intention setting

"I grew up as a kid in an apartment and always wanted to have a garden. 

Gardening here is a dream come true."



PROFILES OF PARTICIPANTS
NEW PARTNERSHIPS

"Quote from
 

-Community Partner
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improved accessibility to farm with redesign of farm entrance

new work study program with mhs students

“The Community Garden was welcoming and very open. Volunteering there was cool because it reminds me of being a kid.”
“It was calming being at the Urban Farm, and it was enjoyable to be with my friends and looking at the beautiful plants.” 

cohome partership recycling collection volunteering at seedling sale

urban farm as site for mental health assocation people's picnic table project

morris youth shelter volunteering at farm

colonial L.i.f.e transition students program extended to summer

new preschool summer programming with students at llc

"I am an educator in Morristown as a teacher at the high school, and a director at the kindergarten summer school. In the
past year, my older students had the opportunity to volunteer at the Early Street Garden, and my kindergartners were able
to take field trips to the Urban Farm. At both locations, the staff was welcoming and fostered enriching nature based
activities. Jenna went out of her way to create a nurturing, educational environment for my students of all ages to develop
a deeper connection to the farms and nature." 
 



"Quote from
 

-Community Partner
 

435 attendees/volunteers

5 new farm education stations increased participation & completion of

the whole passport!

stations planned to reach multiple ages of children

increased attendance more representative of neighborhood

Pizza donated by millie's Old World Meatballs & Pizza using grow it

green produce

added apples from a local farm which were a big hit!

Free for community due to generous support of Kings food markets!

COMMUNITY EVENTS
ALFRESCO AT THE FARM
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
WINTER FARMERS MARKET

12,350 PARTICIPANTS IN 2021-2022 SEASON AT NEW LOCATION AT

CONVENT TRAIN STATION PARKING LOT

MOVE CREATED GREATER ACCESS WITH INCREASED TRANSIT OPTIONS

43 LOCAL VENDORS- INCREASED NUMBER OF WOMAN AND MINORITY

OWNED VENDORS

 

 
"Thank you so much for moving the market. I stopped coming last year, because
it was so hard for me to get up the ramp. It really means a lot that you moved to
this new location." -Winter Market shopper

"The grouchiness & bad tempers I too often see these days at supermarkets
were nowhere to be found. Happiness is all around at the Morris Winter
Market."
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
GREEN SPACES AS PLACES TO HEAL AND GATHER

PARTNERED WITH STORYTELLING ARTS AND MORRIS ARTS AS AN

OUTSIDE VENUE FOR PERFORMANCE ART TITLED "UNTOLD STORIES" 

REACHED OVER 120 PARTICIPANTS PARTNERING WITH MORRIS COUNTY

HISPANIC AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WITH 2 NEW COMMUNITY

EVENTS TO CELEBRATE HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH WITH SPANISH

YOGA SESSION AND A CULTURAL CELEBRATION EXPLORING AFRO-

PUERTO RICAN DRUMMING AND A NUTRITION SESSION ON THE ORIGINS

OF CORN

 

 
 

All elements of these events celebrated the diversity of Morris
Community, including the musicians, and the food vendors. 
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PILOTED NEWARK URBAN FARMER TRAINING PROGRAM - 19 NEWARK URBAN

FARMERS CAME TO THE GREENHOUSE AND FARM FOR 5 TRAINING SESSIONS TO

SHARE KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICE NEW SKILLS

SCOUT PROJECTS: MENTORED 1 GIRL SCOUT TROOP TO HELP THEM ACHIEVE

THEIR BRONZE AWARDS BY BUILDING A NEW POLLINATOR GARDEN ACCESSIBLE

TO THE NEIGHBORHOOD AROUND THE URBAN FARM

 PLAYED A ROLE IN TWO "SOW WHAT" JOURNEYS LEADING TO GIRL SCOUT GOLD

AWARDS THE HIGHEST ACHIEVEMENT WITHIN GIRL SCOUTS WITH PROJECTS

AIMED AT  THE IMPACT OF LOCAL FOOD CHOICES

FIRST TIME PARTICIPATING IN MORRISTOWN COMMUNITY HEALTH DAY

COMMUNITY OF LEARNING
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NEW COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAMS



COMMUNITY OF LEARNING
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“This was my first day at Grow it Green, Morristown. We were assisting
with harvesting bell peppers & various tomatoes. We even got to uproot

carrots and take one home! An incredible immersive and educational
experience. I thoroughly enjoyed my time on the farm. I was delighted
by the other volunteers and customers, especially those that brought
their children as I feel it sows an important seed from an early stage

about sustainable food sources. The Grow It Green staff were
exceptionally welcoming; I learned so much from them. It’s unfitting to

call them staff, because my experience there felt so much more
personal. I am pleased to be part of Grow It Green and look forward to

returning in Spring :).”
- Action Scholar Intern

 

COLLEGE INTERNSHIPS

Action Scholar interns from Drew University &
dietician students from Saint Elizabeth return to

farm and greenhouse



ACTION SCHOLAR INTERNS FROM DREW UNIVERSITY & DIETICIAN STUDENTS FROM SAINT

ELIZABETH RETURN TO FARM AND GREENHOUSE

FARMER SHAUN RECEIVED NATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR OUTSTANDING ENVIRONMENTAL

EDUCATION FROM THE GARDEN CLUB OF AMERICA

TOWN OF MORRISTOWN DECLARED AUGUST 16TH AS FARMER SHAUN DAY IN RECOGNITION

OF HIS IMPACT ON LOCAL STUDENTS, ENVIRONMENT AND FOOD ACCESS

“LOCAL GARDENS ACROSS THE COUNTRY SHARE USDA'S GOALS OF BUILDING MORE

DIVERSIFIED AND RESILIENT LOCAL FOOD SYSTEMS, EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES TO COME

TOGETHER AROUND EXPANDING ACCESS TO

 HEALTHY FOOD, ADDRESSING CLIMATE CHANGE AND ADVANCING EQUITY.” - EARLY STREET

DESIGNATED AS USDA PEOPLE'S GARDEN!

COMMUNITY OF LEARNING
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FIRST FULL YEAR WITH MOVEABLE HIGH TUNNEL

NEW LOWERING AND LEANING VERTICAL GROWING SYSTEM FOR TOMATO PRODUCTION

BUILT A DRY WELL AT OUR WASH AND PACK STATION 

USAGE OF SILAGE TARPS TO TERMIMATE WEEDS AND SPEED UP TURNOVER OF CROPS

SHADE CLOTHS OVER TUNNELS AND AT GREENHOUSE HELP WITH WATER

CONSERVATION AND PROTECT CROPS AND PEOPLE FROM HEAT

BUILT STATIC AERATION COMPOSTER AS PART OF NEW COMPOST SYSTEM AT GARDEN

POWERED FROM SOLAR PAVILION

NEW POLLINATOR GARDEN BUILT OUTSIDE FARM FENCE FOR LOCAL NEIGHBORS TO

ENJOY AND CUT FLOWERS

UPDATED THE URBAN FARM HERB AND FLOWER GARDEN TO INCREASE VARIETY 

NEW RAIN GARDEN TO BE BUILT AT COMMUNITY GARDEN

COMMUNITY OF LEARNING
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SUSTAINABILITY UPDATES



WHAT WILL WE DO IN '23!

EARLY STREET COMMUNITY GARDEN- NEW ENGAGING PUBLIC SPACE

NEW LAND TO FARM IN MENDHAM TO INCREASE PRODUCTION AND VARIETY

INCREASING DEMAND FOR EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES- CALENDAR IS

PACKED WITH MORRIS SCHOOL DISTRICT TRIPS AND LESSONS

NEW COLLABORATIVE INTERNSHIPS

AFTERSCHOOL PROGRAMS FOR TEENS

DEEPENING RELATIONSHIP WITH PARTNERS

DOUBLING FOOD SHARE PROGRAM WITH NEWARK SAS

CREATING FOOD ACCESS PROGRAMS IN DOVER

WHAT MORE WILL YOUR FUNDING AND PARTICIPATION MAKE POSSIBLE?
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